
1 Thessalonians 2:1
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that

it was not in vain: 

Analysis

For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in

vain—kenē (κενή,  'empty/fruitless')  negates  any suggestion that  Paul's  ministry

lacked substance or results. The Thessalonians themselves witnessed (autoi gar

oidate, αὐτοὶ γὰρ οἴδατε, 'you yourselves know') the reality of apostolic ministry.

This appeal to personal knowledge counters opponents who apparently questioned

Paul's  legitimacy  or  motives  after  his  departure.  Eisodos (εἴσοδος,  'entrance/

coming') refers to the initial evangelistic mission (Acts 17:1-9).

Paul's ministry 'was not in vain' because it produced genuine conversions (1:9),

observable transformation (1:3,  6),  and reproducing faith (1:8).  Empty ministry

produces  only  temporary  emotional  responses,  sociological  affiliation,  or

intellectual assent. Fruitful ministry produces Spirit-empowered conversion, costly

discipleship,  and  Christ-centered  hope.  Paul's  confidence  wasn't  arrogance  but

evidence-based  assurance:  the  Thessalonians'  very  existence  as  a  thriving,

persecuted church proved the ministry's divine origin and human authenticity.

Historical Context

Paul defends his ministry because opponents (likely the Jews who persecuted the

church,  Acts  17:5-9,  13)  questioned  his  integrity  after  his  sudden  departure.

Ancient rhetoric expected philosophers and religious teachers to endure hardship

for truth; fleeing persecution could suggest cowardice or fraudulent motives. Paul

addresses this by reminding them he came directly from suffering in Philippi (v. 2)
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and left  only  when forced,  not  willingly  (2:17-18).  His  continued care (sending

Timothy, 3:1-2; writing this letter) proved genuine pastoral concern, not mercenary

motives.

Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Study Questions

What objective evidence demonstrates that your Christian witness produces

substance rather than being 'in vain'?

How do you distinguish between ministry that produces genuine spiritual

transformation versus merely gathering crowds or intellectual assent?

Why does Paul appeal to the Thessalonians' own observation rather than

asserting his apostolic authority? What does this teach about authentic

leadership?

Interlinear Text

Αὐτοὶ
yourselves

G846

γὰρ
For
G1063

οἴδατε
know
G1492

ἀδελφοί
brethren

G80

τὴν
G3588

εἴσοδον
entrance in

G1529

ἡμῶν
our
G2257

τὴν
G3588

πρὸς
unto
G4314

ὑμᾶς
you
G5209

ὅτι
that
G3754

οὐ
not
G3756

κενὴ
in vain
G2756

γέγονεν
it was
G1096

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

2 Thessalonians 3:1 (Parallel theme): Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word

of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you:

Psalms 127:1 (Parallel theme): Except the LORD build the house, they labour in

vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.

1 Corinthians 15:58 (Parallel  theme):  Therefore,  my beloved brethren,  be  ye

stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye

know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

Habakkuk 2:13 (Parallel theme):  Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts that the

people shall labour in the very fire, and the people shall weary themselves for very

vanity?

Philippians  2:16 (Parallel  theme):  Holding  forth  the  word  of  life;  that  I  may

rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.
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